VIETNAM VETERANS AGAINST THE WAR 
GAINESVILLE CONSPIRACY VEPENSE COMMITTEE 
VO BOX 13179 

GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601 



Octobzn, 1972 



Dean Friend: 

Pzoplz dying needlessly Is a sznlous thing. All oh us 
havz a pnzmonltlon oh oun own dzath. And that dlstunbs us . 
Vzath Is a h atunz wz all havz In common, thznzhonz It makes 
no sense to tazat thz deaths oh othzns lightly. Thzy anz 
oun hu-lutt-Q-' 

Thz memfam oh Vlztnam Vztznans Against thz Wan. [VVAW] 
nzallzz this h ac -£ monz so than most pzoplz. Wz wznz thz 
human Instnumznts this govznnmznt used to canny out Its In- 
sane policy oh dzath and dzstnuctlon on thz pzoplz oh Vlzt- 
nam. It took a long tlmz h ofl m&ny oh us to nzallzz that U. 

S. policies In Indo-Chlna anz cnlmlnal. It took a long tlmz 
hon many oh us to nzallzz that Nixon’ 6 plan oh "Vlztnamlza- 
tlon” Is nothing but thz most contzmptlblz, naclst annogancz 
possible . But nzallzz wz did, and now wz anz dedicated to 
ending this gzno cldal conhllct and attempting to atone, by 
oun action s, thz hanm wz pen* anally did. 

Wz numbzn among oun mzmbzns ballon* and manlnzs , pnl- 
uatzs and gznznals , nunszs , gnunts , pilots and doctons. Wz 
anz what Vice Pnzsldznt Agnzw Is ^ond oh calling, "oun best 
men who hlQht In Aslan nice paddles to pnzsznvz ^eedom". 

Thz "best men" anz back now, with thz nzallzatlon that wz 
wznz not hxg htlng to pnzsznvz j ^nzzdom In Vlztnam , but to 
pnzvznt h^C-zd-om hon thz Vietnamese pzoplz. Wz anz back ; 
many oh us whole, many without eyes, anms , legs, on a comb- 
ination oh all; wz havz thz same cny: "Stop thz senseless 

slaughtzn now!" This admlnlstnatlon nzallzzs thz cnzdlbll- 
Ity wz havz with thz Amznlcan people and thzy must suppnzss 
oun dissenting voices - especially In this election yean. 

The admlnlstnatlon has stated on many o ccaslons that thz wan 
Is a " non-lss uz" ; wz wondzn lh thzy can convince thz Viet- 
namese pzoplz as to thz validity oh that statement? 

In ondzn to silence us, thz govznnmznt has changed six 
leadens oh VVAW with " cons pining to pnomotz a nlot at thz 
Republican Convention by use oh chznny bombs, smoke bombs, 
slingshots , cnossbows , " hnlzd" manblzs , explosives and auto- 
matlc weapons" . Pnobably thz biggest question In zvznyonz's 
mind Is whzthzn wz anz, In h ac -l> guilty oj$ these changes. 

WE ARE NOT GUILTY! Thz whole existence oh VVAW Is based on 
thz h a £-l lh at wz who wznz once thz pawns In thz systematic 
dzstnuctlon oh thz pzoplz and lands oh Indo-Chlna a 

much gnzatzn vo.luz h ofl human llhz than oun own govznnmznt 
does. Now thz govznnmznt Is tnylng to change us with thz 
vzny cnlmz oh which wz havz been accusing them h°n yeans 



- the total dt6n.zgaA.d o h human llh& tn order to achieve tt6 tZZzgaZ 
obj ectlveh . 

No onz know6 better than thz ton.tun.zn. hlm6elh what torture mzan6 . 
No onz undzn.6tand6 bombtng bzttzn. than thz bomber, gun6 bzttzn. than 
thz gunner, dzath than hz coho ktll6 . Stnzz coz onzz participated tn 
tt6 deadly gamz6, thz government thtnh.6 tt will be za6y to convtnzz 
people that coz coould be willing to adopt lt6 violent mzthod6 fion. our 
own znd6 . 

lh wz were not pno tz6 ting - l£ wz were not re6l6tlng a criminal 
war policy - wz would bz con6ldzrzd hzro z6 on thz ba6l6 oh our war 
rzcord6. look, at the 1/ (/AW record oh non-vlolzncz and judge | $or your- 
6zlh • In thz pa6t h-i-vt yzanj, , VVAW ha6 organized hundrzd6 oh demon- 
6tratlon6 In every 6tatz oh the Union ; none hcu rz6ultzd In violence. 
Thz only thing oh which wz are guilty 16 telling thz truth. The only 
danger to thz government 16 our prz6zncz, bzcau6z wz zxpo6e lt6 hy- 
pocraclz6 , llz6 and criminality better than anyone zl6z; and wz will 
not bz 6llznczd . 

To provide an adequate dzh^n6z to thz6z rldlculoun chargz6 re- 
qulrz6 much money. Thz C06t6 oh travel, legal and communication 
expen6Z6 will bz znormou6. Wz z6tlmatz that $175,000 will bz needed 
to adequately defend our6zlvz6 and to educate thz American people to 
the h that thl6 admlnl6tratlon will go to any length6 to 6upprz66 
legal political dl66znt. To ral6z thl6 amount we depend entirely on 
Kon^ctlo n6 . We have no pro he.66lonal h LLyi d—ral6.er6 and we do all the 
work our6zlve6. 

In the i jinal analyil6 , our deh^-r6e 16 up to you. 7 h y° r a believe 
In u6 , lh you believe In what we are doing and In what we will con- 
tinue to do, plea6e 6upport u6 . Collectively, we )$<xce prl6on term6 
oh 45 year6 and h-c-re6 up to $80,000 , 6lmply hor exercising the Con- 
itltutlonal rlght6 which we were 6 uppo6 edly deh&ndlng In Vietnam. We 
are not violent. We no longer h-i-Q^-t with weapon6 , but with word6 ; 
and we h^-9^ only { {or peace. Vou have 6 upported the peace movement 
In the pa6t ; by 6 upportlng the Galne6vllle Con6plracy Veho.n6e you are 
6upportlng the entire anti-war movement. 



For Peace and Ju6tlce 
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